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N 1S10 Emperor Alexander I of
llusslu wrote to Stolnhelt, then
governor general of Fhiliuid, In
tlio following terms: "As re-

gards the conditions of Finland,
my Intention 1ms been to give
this people n polltlcnl existence,
so tlmt tlioy may not feel them-
selves conquered by Russia, but
united to her for their own clear

. therefore not only
their civil but their political laws must be

Today, n century after those
words were written, there seems nt last
pod hope that Alexander 1's Intention mio-
tic fulfilled, writes Rosalind

" Travers Hyndman-J- n New York Sun.
A rnco of Mongolia origin and language, tho

or people of the fens were
very early in tho thirteenth century

y tho Swedes, who treated them on tho
whole with equality and Justice, and
with them freely, not, however, allowing the Fin- -

language to bo written or spoken to any ex-tou- t.

The result was that In 180S Russia con-

quered a people who spoke Swedish and regarded
themselves rts Swedes; and although
tho Finns have passed through enormous national
changes In the course of tho century, Russians of
tho ruling classes could never get It our of their
Jieuds that Finland desired to belong to Sweden
4igaln.

The governors of Ilussln, having much vaster
alTnlrs In hand, did not realize that tho remark-nbl- e

of Finnish nationalism was dl- -

xected, llrst and last, against tho Swedish lan
guage and FInuo-Swedls- h domination. The Finnish
language was spoken only by the remote peas-
antry and Finnish names even were not legally
recognized. Yet, meanwhile, a great movement
was steadily growing up for the revival of Fin-
land's own singularly rich and beautiful tongue.

The Finnish people began to think of their
country as "Suoml," something utterly distinct
from Sweden or Russia, having a language and
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literature of its own. From 1S49 onward, when
Xiounrot puDIished the second edition of the "Kale-Trula,- "

Finlnnd's national epic, educated Finns were
beginning to give up Swedish as a means of com-

munication and learning to use the strange, diffi-Mil- t,

sonorous language which wn.s their birth-
right.

Naturally this development soon cleft tho coun- -

u try In two. Many Finns urged, not unreasonably,
that it was hardly practicable for so small a peo-

ple to cut themselves off from Scandinavia, from
Russia, from the rest of Europe In fact, "by
climbing on to a language island" In this way. But
nationalism triumphed. Jn ISO.'! the "nice little
constitution" granted by Alexander II left the
ITlnns free to govern themselves In all internal
matters in a fairly representative manner, and
from this time the study of Finnish became an
integral part of the general education.

The use of the revived language of Finland
grew so fnst that Swedish-speakin- g Finns began
to find themselves in a minority, nnd in 1S94 nfter

u very hot debate the Finnish language was placed
--on an equnlity with Swedish in the Finland son-.nt-

"Svekoman" (Swede-Finn- ) and "Fonnomnn"
(Finnish-Finn- ) became cries of warfare, and tho

language conflict fell roughly into line with the
divisions of class. The progressive and prole-
tarian elements in tho country were Fonnomnn,
while the middle class, conservative am! aristo-

cratic iorces wore for a long while by speech and
traditions Swede.

All this time the Finns as a people and as a
nation kept strictly to that policy of detachment
and Independence which has always marked them.
They took no part at all in Russian affairs and
showed little Interest in those of Scandinavia ;

they appeared to Europe generally a.s self-con- -

tered as a Chinese colony in tho West might lie.
Finland meant to work out her salvation alone.

In literature and art Indeed the country was open
to European lnlluences, for the Finns have always
"lieen great travelers, wandering about the conti-
nent wl(h cold, appraising eyes, selecting and tak-
ing bad: with them such ideas as they considered
likely to bo of use. They took political ideas also
from .Scandinavia and troni Germany, but they
liad no desire to make propaganda for their own
Ideas or their own race.

Yet inevitably they wore bound to be a growing
trouble to the Russian government and a stum-lilln'- g

block to Obviously a demo-
cratic nnd almost g province was out
it place among the fojds of the vast autocratic

rule which covered all the Russias then.
But a far more Important objection was this:

The duchy of Finland, alien In language, character
nd administration, was a complete break In that

ttchemu of one vast homogeneous Russia, stretch-
ing from the Norwegian coast to the I'nclllc, one
In language, laws, religion ai.d government that
drcauf of giant unity and monotony which seems
to have illled the minds of tho dlrectnis of Russia
for 30 years and more. There seems little doubt
that i ln deputed dynasty cherished this design
as the Hohonzollerns did that of "Mlitel-Enropa.- "

Jt was a similar lingo, dull, magnificent, nilsehlov-oii- s

idea, trampling even more whM. uir t10
rights of other nations and intended to produce
sin en more dismal uniformity of rule.

So, dispassionately viewed and the Finn, even
when considering his own misfortunes, Is emi-
nently Russia's llrst attack upon
the liberties of Finland In ISO!) was Inevitable, a
catastrophe of nature. There Is little need to
ru-ii'- l "the bad years" lrom 1R!W) to l!Kt, when tho
Finnish constitution was suspended ami the coun-
try; was placed under the rule of a military dicta-
tor, General BnbrlkolT. They form a monotonous
record of proKs censorship, dismissal. of native
mHl. Illegal arrests and exile. .
The uivnt strike or lf)()."i-l!)0- however uiihuc-oossf- ul

In Its main objects, achlovml I wo thinya:
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Tho election of the Russian dunia and tho tem
porary restoration of Finland's constitution. Yet
"restored" Is hardly the word, for that restricted,
cautious and eminently bourgeois constitution of
1S(K! was resurrected Into something democratic
and terrible a populnr government, based upon
full adult suffrage and proportional representation
with an elected house, containing at Its llrst

In April, 1007, 80 social democrats out
of a total of 1100. And these were genuine, uncom-
promising Marxist social democrats, the outcome
of a party which was llrst formed In 1S99. Since
then tho social democratic representation of Fin-
land has steadily increased at every election.

From the spring of 1907 to that of 1909 Finland'
experienced "two crowded years of glorious life"
In which the country simply hummed with Internal
progress and political development. The old funds
of Svekoman and Fennomnn were tnken up with
renewed vigor, although the Swedish speaking
Finns were now only one-nint- h of the population
and still decreasing.

We alb remember how. in May, 1910, 120 mem-
bers of tho Britisli parliament signed a memorial
to the duma expressing tho apprehension with
which they regarded the proposal to deprive Fin-
land of hor constitutional rights, while a large
number of German, French, Italian, Belgian and
Dutch deputies formed and addressed similar
memorials. But all this was In vnin, and by July,
1910, the bill for the Russiilcatlon of Finland be-
came law. ,

It was not Immediately and violently put into
practice. Tho landtdag was still assembled at In-

tervals, though it had ml her less power than a
municipal council. A number of official dimlssals
took place, Russians were given full Finnish
rights In Finland and tho usual series of arrests,
imprisonments and exllings followed, hut until
1912 tho Finnish press was only Intermittently
censored. However, this second series of "bail
years" was much harder for tho Finns than the
period of 1S99-190-

Soon after the war began Finland was practical-
ly cut off from tho civilized world. Rustication
set in with full force and the most stringent cen-
sorship of the press, of correspondence and of all
written matter whatever wus established. Even
the Internal busbies of the country suffered great-
ly, and tho whole people were put "under hatches,"
as It were, and assuredly on very short rations for
an unlimited time.

One piece of news only came through In tho
early days of the war, to the effect that the dow-
ager empress of Russia had returned from Dfn
mark by way of Finland and had "shown much
courtesy and common sense on her passage. It
was said that she had caused her personal guard
to be greatly relaxed, that she had tallied with
Finns everywhere and had taken pains to create
a good Impression. But shortly after her return
the Finns were specially and officially warned "not
to build any false hopes of restored liberty" upon

PAPER FAMINE IN OLD TIMES.

There was a paper famine in Europe In the
seventh century. In A. D. 010 the Saracens con-

quered Egypt, and at tho same time, by order of
Omar, their caliph, tho renowned library at Alex-

andria, consisting of 100,000 volumes, was burned.
Tho paper supply of the then world was derived
from the papyrus bark, a reed which grew only
in Egypt. Consequently, when tho Saracens
gained possession of the country the paper supply
was cut off. This led to the adoption of n curious
expedient. Tho writing on used papyrus paper
was erased and tho paper, which was thus made
available, agafn brought into use. An old author
lias suggested that probably owing to this many
valuable contributions from classic writers, Taci-

tus, Llvy and others, were lost to the world.

FAMOUS BRITISH REGIMENT.

The Coldstream guards is a regiment of foot-guar-

in the British army forming part of the
royal household brigade. It Is one of the oldest
regiments of the British service, dating front
10."l. In that year General Monk, who, after the
death of Cromwell, took sides with the parlia-
ment and the army, organized the regiment at
Coldstream, a border town ol Berwickshire, Scot-

land, whence the name of the leglment, and
marched with It Into England. It lias seen servlco
in every British campaign of any magnitude, and
Jims emblazoned on Its regimental colors the
names of ninny of the most brilliant victories of
British arms.

SLOW PROGRESS.

"You have been trying to deceive me for years,
Henry," .,

"Oh, come now, my doar.
"It Is said practice makes perfect."
"What lias that to do with meV"

"1 v Jst thinking that you don't succeed
any bettor now than you did when wo wore llrst
married." Birmingham Agu-- I lerald.

the friendly demeanor of tho dowager empress.
Naturally this policy has had very

had results. At the beginning of the war many
Finns wore in favor of the allies, chlelly by reason
of their English trade connections and English
sympathies. But when Russia's most powerful
ind necessary nlly forbode to say one word in
favor of a reasonable treatment of Finland, ami
when the English press by Its undlscrlmlnatlng
praise of all tilings Russian actually gave more
strength to the powers of reaction, then the Finns
ennnot be blamed for looking elsewhere.

Their exiles flocked to Germany In great num-
bers, and It Is said that moro than ,000 Finns
took up their residence there. The Germans are
further credited with making active propaganda
for their cause among tb professors and students
of Finland, hut It seems doubtful whether they
would really have found it wortli while, wheiu the
allies themselves were unconsciously doing so
much to spread n sympathies there. If

but no one can say more than if Finland was
occasionally used as a channel for communi-

cation between Germany and the traitorous party
in Russia the allies have only themselves to blame.

However this may be, it seems pretty clear that
there were several German agencies In more than
one part of Finland trying to stir the people up
to an armed revolt.

Sine" our reactionary press at one time took
upon itself to repeat the venerable and discredited
cliches about Finland's desire for Independence
or for union with Sweden, it is well to say once
more that Finland's great nationalist movement
was all directed against Swedish influence, and
that there are not Ave wiseacres In the whole
country who would dream of the possibility of
such a union. Nor lias the Hercest advocate 'if
Finnish freedom ever contemplated absolute In-

dependence. The position of the country and Its
very small population wholly forbid it.

Surely tills tiny nation lias a magnlllcent future!
It may even lie possible for them, highly trained
and politically qualified as they are, to hurry
through the intervening stages of their economic
development ami show to Europe the working
model of a commonwealth. They are
In the mnln Mongolians, patient, passive, secret
and unfathomable, and their kinsmen in Japan
and China have done equally marvelous things-Ye- t

alien from us as they are racially, their de-

velopment' is so western that no Englishman who
has spent much time in Finland' has any sense of
a race harrier. On the contrary, they seem, once
known, curiously appealing and( sympathetic, this
brave, ugly little people, with their high cheek-
bone, great foreheads and deep-se- t eyex.

Their literature, like their landscape, Is iv
traordinarily varied and beautiful and there runs
through it a sense of the timeless forests and the
unbounded North. It haunts you; no one who has
felt the charm of Finland Is really content till he
sees the Land of Thousand Lakes again.

ICE AS A SWEETMEAT.

We Americans eat more ice cream and similar
frozen desserts than the people of any other tu-
ition, but the Japanese have us heat on as eaters
of Ice. According to tno Tokyo Advertiser, one
of their favorite dishes is small cakes of Ice
broken into tiny pebbly pieces and eaten vvlli
sugar and lemon, or any other mixture that tliev
may fancy. The commonest way of eating Ice In
Japan, however. Is to shave It Into snowy flakes
and to swallow it with sweetened water Into
which various appetizers, such as fruit Juice or
sweetmeat'1, hnve been thrown.

Ice cream, milk and eggs shaken with Ice and
other kinds of cooling beverages are sold in an

g quantity, but the old stylo of eat-
ing "raw" ice. In what the Japanese call ti,.
koiimizu fashion, Is still In tho greatest vogue-You- th's

Companion.

TATTOOING ANCIENT CUSTOM.'

The antiquity of tattooing Is evidenced by Its
almost universal employment among piiniit.ve
peoples, la New Guinea tho young women are
tattooed all over (heir bodies, their faces being
similarly treated after marriage.

Jn the Solomon Islands a girl is not eligible for
marriage tm! ss he has been tattooed. Tho gltls
of Borne hus adorned from waist to knees
in most el. borate fashion; likewise tholr hands,
feet and anklcn.

In Burundi, under the Inst king, every mai
was required bj royal edict to lie tattooed frm
waist lo knees; and It was customary for the
girls to have their tongues tattooed with chaiuut
to attract tho men.
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SUCH AN INQUISITIVE WOMAN.

Hub Who N tint letter from?
Wife Whit do you want to know for?
Hill) There von go! "What do I want to know

for?" I doctor If you aren't the most Inqulsltlvr
woman I ever niut. Ronton Transcript

Winter Coats Make Impressive Exit

Winter styles In coats must soon
liinke their exit In order to give tho
center of the .stage to evening wraps
and to coats for spring. But they nro
not going to slip away unhonorcd nnd
unsung; they will pass out amid
hearty applause, The last efforts of
designers nro as Interesting and note-
worthy iu those that ushered in tho
season, and just as our mtnds were
made up to expect nothing now along
came such examples of fine artistry as
appears In the two coats pictured
above. They are unsurpassed for
beauty and smart style.

The victory of the allies and the end
of tho war was tho signal for the re-
vival of evening wraps. They will
come In for much consideration, nnd
already splendid garments reflect tho
mood of the public, which has denied
Itself the luxurious wraps of pre-wa- r

times. Following these, the llrst show-
ing in coals for spring1 will compel
the attention of everyone. In tho
meantime whoever is not already out-
fitted in a coat may take advantage
of the Impressive last models for wln-'c- r.

The coat shown at tho left of the

Bags Are Indispensable

All sorts of bags for all sorts of pur-
poses have become indispensable In
the outfitting of wamen and their
homos. Merely a list of the different
kinds would make a long story, and ns
cacli particular kind f.ppours in a va-

riety of shapes and oia'terlals thero Is
no end of Interest!;: things to he said
about bags. Bee the most Important
of all tire tlu;i that women carry
about with them for shopping or any
other of their usual pursuits. Mary's
little lamb h(.s nothing on these hags;
wherever wemen go, they go also, and
one good-size- d bag usually houses sev-

eral smaller ones. An ordinary shop-
ping hag is depended on to enrry
smaller bafjs, contain face powder nnd
other llrst-ald- s to dninnged complex-
ions, purse, handkerchiefs, and many
other things.

If one were to follow up tho sources
of materials and designs In shopping
and woifk bugs It would lead to a Jour-
ney around tho world. Dainty and ex-

quisite bags for daytime an'J evening
wear In many odd nhapes proclaim
themselves from France. Among them
aro numbofless beaded designs. Japan
Is written plainly In fabric and bead-
ed bags, nlbo, and many il rich hro-rud- e,

with golden dragons, hulls from
"!hlnn.

The four bags pictured above aro

picture is a dressy garment of panno
velvet or silk velours apparently. It
Is paneled nt the back nnd at the front
and adjusted Into scml-fittln- g lines by
means of a narrow plain sash that Is
looped over nt tho front, having rather
long ends. Large, hnndsoino crochet-covere- d

buttons nro set In tho girdle
at each side of the back. Deep set-I- n

pockets at tho sides nro finished at tho
top with a band of tho mntcrial edged
with a piping. This coat Is a dark
tnupo color with enpo collar nnd deep
cuffs of taupo fox fur. It Is as rich
looking ns a coat of moleskin, linving
much tho same appearance.

The cont at the right is of very
heavy wool velours and is n marvel of
Ingenious cutting. The shaped sldo
bodies are extended with wide hanging
panels ornnmented with narrow tucks
and a border of sealskin. Smnll slit
pockets finished with arrow heads nro
sat In the panels. The graceful cape,
which Is convertible Into a high muf-
fler collar, Is of sealskin. Both coats
aro shoe-to- p length. A favorite color
for heavy wool velours conts Is a deep
and soft plum shade with which seal-

skin looks unusually well.

iHi .

among the most practical and hand-som- o

of n recent display on Fifth ave-
nue. The bag nt the top of the group
Is made of heavy brocaded ribbon, cat
with scallops at the top that aro turned
down, revealing a lining of plain sntlu.

A quiet .shopping bag of navy blue,
moire nppcars at the left, finished with
n loop nnd clasp of tho mnterlal. The
bag nt tho right Is an odd round model
which may bo successfully made of
ribbon or chiffon velvet. It has a hand-
some metal mounting nt the top, such
as may be bought In dry goods stores.
The handles nro a novelty In this par-
ticular, being made of large wood
heads.

A rich dotted ribbon, showing a
solid center of black with a ling of
white embroidered on a brilliantly col-
ored ground, makes a bag of great dis-
tinction, shown nt tho bottom of the
group. The loop handle slips through
a narrow strap of tho ribbon.

tU dffifc.

Odd SaBh.
Of deor-brow- n chiffon velvet. Un

dernrm panels which end In beaver
pockets. Cut to slope across hln lltm

las tint extension from panels.


